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Good morning friends.  I’ve been using the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE as my primary study and teaching Bible for almost 20 years.  But over the past 4 years my heart and mind has been engaged with the ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION, which like the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE is a WORD-FOR-WORD TRANSLATION … unlike say the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION, which is a THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT TRANSLATION.  I use many different translations and paraphrases when studying and teaching, but as of last Sunday I’ve switched to the ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION of God’s Word as my primary study and teaching Bible.  And I wanted to let you know.

I love being with you … worshiping, sharing, praising, studying, and encouraging one another in our lives with God and with on another … because …

How you and I are getting along with, existing with, and connecting with other people is a mirror and a barometer of how we’re getting along with, existing with, and connecting with God.  

Through the years I’ve had people disagree with me about this … and I’m human, so like you, I can be wrong about a lot of things, but I’m not wrong about this.  God has hard-wired you and me to not live alone, but in vital relationship with Him and with one another.  This is why if you show up on Sunday mornings and soak in the praise and worship, and soak in the teaching of God’s Word, and soak in the fellowship of being with one another, you will grow to a certain level in your with-God life.

But when you start meeting with God and with other people in one of our MISSIONAL COMMUNITY GROUPS, it’s then that you’ll start growing up in our with-God life in ways you never thought possible.  And when you start serving with God and with other people in one-time events like the upcoming FEED THE NEED COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE, or start serving in other ongoing ministries like one of our SET UP or TAKE TOWN TEAMS, or in our Y.A.R.N. MINISTRY, or in our LOVE INC., KITCHEN CUPBOARD or in one of the 80+ different places 2nd Street people are serving in the church AND out in the world, you’ll begin to mature and change, and experience the with-God life God has always longed for you to experience.  

LISTEN TO ME … When we add God, and serving, and God’s Word, and other people, and transparency, and conversation, and trust and hope to just coming here and sitting on our rear ends, we have the components of living a life where God, and the truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the power and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, begin taking root at the very center of who we are, at the very center how we think, at the very center of what we say, at the very center of what we do, and at the very center of how we prioritize our thoughts, our words, our time, our actions, and our finances.
These 80+ ways and places we’re serving are listed in our new CHURCH DIRECTORY and in our 2012-2013 MISSION PLAN BOOKLET – both of which can be picked up at our Community Center.  Pick one up and ask God what He has up His sleeve to help you move into new places of maturity in your life with Him. IN OUR WITH-GOD LIFE, THERE ARE ONLY TWO OPTIONS …

WE WILL CHOOSE TO … Remain distant from God and from other followers of Jesus Christ, and choice-by-choice settle for an
unconnected, stagnant, and mediocre with-God life.  OR …

WE WILL CHOOSE TO … Move closer to God and to other 
followers of Jesus Christ, and choice-by-choice experience a connected, growing, and adventurous with-God life.

20th-Century Swiss Christian psychiatrist and author of over 25 books, Paul Tournier, wrote these instructive words about what I’m calling you to consider here, in his classic book entitled, Listen To God …

“There are two things we cannot do alone.  One is to be married, and the other is to be a Christian.”

I’d also add, “and play ping pong.”  But hey, that’s just me.  But Paul Tournier is so right about not being able to be a Christian alone.  So if you’re trying to do this “Christian thing” while flying solo, or with just weekly or bi-weekly, or once-a-month, or less often that Sunday morning spiritual injections into your heart and soul, please, please, this morning, climb down off the merry-go-round of disconnection from God and from others, and get serious about your with-God life.  Because believe me when I tell you that our God has so much more for you than what you’ve settled for.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ see how their daily choices either weaken or strengthen their relationships with God and with other people, and then choose accordingly.

Last Sunday we studied EXODUS 17:1-7, the story of God providing water from a rock for the thirsty Children of Israel at a place called Horeb.  This morning we’ll dig into the rest of EXODUS 17 … vv. 8-16 … and the story of the Israelite’s first conflict with another group of people after crossing the Reed Sea – a group of people called the Amalekites … and it’s a fascinating study of how you and I begin wrestling with sin differently after coming into relationship with Jesus Christ than we do before we’re in relationship with Jesus Christ.  Here’s a simple summary of the entire book of EXODUS that I ran across this week …

· EXODUS 1:1–18:27 tells the story of getting Israel out of Egypt.
· EXODUS 19:1–40:38 tells the story of getting Egypt out of Israel.

Think with me for a minute about your with-God life.  In a huge variety of ways, representative of the many different people gathered here this morning, God came to each of us, revealed Himself to us, and asked us to open our hearts and minds to the life He calls us to through the redemption story that’s illustrated throughout the Bible. 

Then each of us either opens up the door of our lives to God, or we keep the door shut.  But gang, God doesn’t give up on anyone … so when we say “NO” to God, He keeps the invitations coming, most often through other people.  In the first part of our stories with God, God is endeavoring to get us out Egypt and to get us out of our bondage to sin.  Then once we’re in relationship with God, God is endeavoring to get Egypt out of us, to get sin out of us, to teach us a whole new way to live, think, act, speak, and prioritize our lives and our choices.  Do you see it?  Are you aware of this process of transformation God wants to take you through?  Do you see it?

Chris Juby is as Christ-follower who’s climbed down off the merry-go-round of spiritual mediocrity.  Chris is a freelance web developer who lives in Durham, England, about 300 miles north of London, near Scotland’s southern border.  On 18 August 2010 Chris started a project that will take him 3.5 years to complete … he’s summarizing the entire Bible on Twitter … one, 140-character Tweet per chapter, one chapter per day.  Tenacity.  Singleness of vision and purpose.  Commitment.  Keeping pace with his goals, Chris will finish this epic project on 8 November 2013.  Right now he’s in the middle of JEREMIAH, the longest book in the Bible.  PSALMS has more chapters, but JEREMIAH has more words.

Here’s how Chris summarized EXODUS 17 on Twitter, and where you can find him.

The LORD told Moses to strike a rock to provide water.  Amalek attacked Israel, but as Moses held up his arms Joshua’s army prevailed.

www.biblesummary.info			www.twitter.com/biblesummary

Last Sunday we studied the verses Chris’s first sentence summarizes from EXODUS 17:1-7.  This morning we’ll study the verses Chris’s second sentence summarized from EXODUS 17:8-16.

EXODUS 17:8 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.

Rephidim literally means, “resting place.”  And while I’m not sure how Rephidim got its name, perhaps it was an oasis like the one named Elim where Israel rested for a while at the end of EXODUS 15.  It’s been about one month since the Israelites left the slavery of Egypt, but instead of finding rest at Rephidim, the Israelites were confronted and attacked by a nation of people called the Amalekites.

The Amalekites (meaning the sons of Amalek) were descendants of Amalek, one of Esau’s grandsons.  Remember your Jewish genealogy?  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Esau, Joseph … and so on.  Jacob was the twin brother of Esau.  Jacob received God’s blessing and Esau received God’s curse.  We won’t get into that whole story right now, but suffice to say that as the descendants of Esau, the Amalekites weren’t exactly looking to have a family reunion with the Israelites … they were looking to wipe them out.

The first five books of The Old Testament (GENESIS, EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, and DEUTERONOMY) are commonly called the Pentateuch meaning “five books” in Hebrew, or the Books of Moses.  DEUTERONOMY literally means “saying again all I’ve said before” … and it’s a recap of much of what is said and taught in the second, third and fourth books of the Pentateuch … in EXODUS, LEVITICUS, and NUMBERS.  So in DEUTERONOMY we read things we’ve read before, but oftentimes with additional information, details, and perspective.

In DEUTERONOMY 25:17-19 Moses tells the Israelites to not forget the story that’s told here in EXODUS 17:8-16 … about how the Israelites, before they entered the Promised Land (Canaan, Israel), had to do battle with the Amalekites.

DEUTERONOMY 25:17-19 [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

17-19 Remember what Amalek did to you on your departure from Egypt:  How he met up with you on the way, striking from behind those who were lagging back because you were weak and tired, and because he didn’t fear God.  So once the LORD your God gives you relief from all the enemies that surround you in the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, you must wipe out Amalek’s memory from under the heavens.  Don’t forget this! [emphasis added]

From DEUTEONOMY 25 and EXODUS 17, and throughout God’s Word, the Amalekites are a SYMBOL of our sin nature … of the part of who we are that tempts everyone of us ever born (except for Jesus Christ, who was born without a sin nature) and invites us from THE INSIDE OUT to forsake God’s plans for our lives and live for ourselves, and for the plans Satan has for our lives and ultimately for our destruction.

The Apostle Paul also calls our sin nature the flesh, and the old man throughout The New Testament, and different translations and paraphrases use these terms almost interchangeably.  But what’s undeniable is that you and I are a mirror of the Triunity of God, in that we’re made of three distinct parts … SPIRIT, SOUL, and BODY … and SALVATION, the relationship with God that we begin when we surrender our lives to God … SALVATION has a impact on these three parts of who we are in ways that are rooted in our PAST, our PRESENT, and our FUTURE.  Let me share with you a little bit more about this important truth … because I believe it will help us understand what’s being illustrated in EXODUS 17:8-16 …


SPIRIT		EACH OF US		We are spiritual, eternal beings.  When we
		IS A SPIRIT		come into relationship with God through Jesus
					Christ, God’s Holy Spirit comes to live, dwell,
and reside in our SPIRIT.

					When I came into a relationship with God in
					July of 1978, in Eugene, OR, I became a new
					creation in God.  I wasn’t in relationship with
					God one minute, and then I was.  And what
					happened that July night, in my PAST, is still
					a reality today. Throughout God’s Word, this
					PAST TENSE experience in our SPIRIT is called
					SALVATION.

SOUL		EACH OF US		Our SOUL is made up of our MIND (what we 
HAS A SOUL		THINK), our WILL (what we DECIDE), and our
EMOTIONS (what we FEEL).  Our SOUL is
where our sin nature resides from our birth to
our death.

Our SOUL is where the day-to-day changes of
coming into a relationship with God get played
out and is the place where our flesh and the Spirit of God do battle.  Think about how you
do battle with the desire to sin, which is
fueled by your sin nature or your flesh that
resides in your MIND (what you THINK), in your
WILL (what you DECIDE), and in your
EMOTIONS (what you FEEL).

Becoming a new creation in God is lived
out day-by-day, in the PRESENT, and
throughout God’s Word, this PRESENT TENSE
day-by-day change and transformation is called
SANCTIFICATION.

BODY		EACH OF US		Our bodies are not eternal, and will one day
		LIVES IN A		die.  They’re the “earth suits” we live in 
BODY 			during this life.

					Coming into a relationship with God is going to
					have a FUTURE TENSE impact on our bodies,
					and throughout God’s Word, the time when
					God gives His followers, new, resurrected, 
eternal bodies, is called GLORIFICATION.

Let’s look closer at the Amalekite’s strategy as described in DEUTERONOMY 25 …

DEUTERONOMY 25:17-18a [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

17-18a Remember what Amalek did to you on your departure from Egypt:  How he met up with you on the way, striking from behind those who were lagging back because you were weak and tired,

The Amalekites attacked the Israelites from behind … targeting those who were lagging back because they were weak and tired.  Does that ever describe how you and I are attacked by our sin nature, by our flesh, and by our old man, pushing, challenging, enticing, tempting, provoking, and seducing us from the inside out, not from the outside in, to make sinful choices that push us further away from God and make it more difficult to hear God’s voice and to know God as our Shepherd, our Provider, and as our Redeemer God?

It’s an undeniable fact that you and I are most easily attacked by our sin nature, and most susceptible to giving into sinful temptations and challenges when we’re lagging behind God, and when we’re weak and tired because of the weariness of life, or because of the choices we’ve made to stay distant from God instead of close. Remember the two options we looked at earlier about how we can live our with-God life.  THERE ARE REALLY ONLY TWO OPTIONS …

WE WILL CHOOSE TO … Remain distant from God and from other followers of Jesus Christ, and choice-by-choice settle for an
unconnected, stagnant, and mediocre with-God life.  OR …

WE WILL CHOOSE TO … Move closer to God and to other 
followers of Jesus Christ, and choice-by-choice experience a connected, growing, and adventurous with-God life.

Friends, if you’re going through a dry period in your life, through a desert season, through a chapter of your life where it’s feeling hard to hear God or sense God, and if it’s not because of sinful choices you’ve made, then let me assure you of something:  GOD HAS LED YOU THERE.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2

God often leads us into difficult situations and into hard chapters of life in order to create a greater craving inside of us for more of Him.

It’s like what Jesus said in MATTHEW 5:6 … “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  And who’s filled?  The one who hungers … the one who thirsts … the one who’s at Rephidim, longing for water and bringing their battles to God and to one another in prayer.


EXODUS 17:9-13 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek.  Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the
staff of God in My hand.”
10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.
12 But Moses’ hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side.  So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.
13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword.

Friends, you know this to be true, but let me remind you of it anyway … the easiest time for you and me to be attacked spiritually is WHEN WE’RE OUT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND WITH THE REST OF GOD'S PEOPLE, AND SPORTING A LONE RANGER ATTITUDE.  “I don't need to go to church to be a Christian.  I can worship God up on this mountain while I'm hunting.  I can be a Sunday-only Christian and stay spiritually fed and spiritually strong.  I can be a CEO Christian … CHRISTIAN AND EASTER ONLY.”

Yes, you and I can make choices to stay at the back of the pack, to stay disconnected from God and others.  But guess what?  SOMEBODY IS HUNTING US.  SOMEBODY IS COMING UP ON US FROM BEHIND.  And the further we are from God, and the further we are from the rest of the flock, the easier we’re picked off.

This is the first time we read about Joshua.  Joshua and Caleb were two of the twelve men God had Moses send into the Promised Land to spy it out – one from each of Israel’s twelve tribes.  And Joshua and Caleb were the only two spies who came back believing that God could help them conquer the land and its inhabitants.  Joshua was the man God would eventually put in place to lead the nation of Israel into the Promised Land after Moses died.  And Joshua was the man Moses put in command of the battle against the Amalekites.

I love this picture of Moses’ prayer posture; even through there’s no one right way to pray, and much of the time today we bow our head or fold our hands when praying.  And yet this amazing passage of God’s Word shows us that life or death for Israel depended on the prayers of one man.  And Moses prayed as we should pray – no matter what our posture … with passion, believing that life and death – and perhaps eternity – depends on our prayers and God’s desire to hear us and answer them.

It can be hard to reconcile this with knowing that God has a pre-ordained plan.  I mean, would Israel have won this battle, no matter whether Moses prayed or not?  Unclear.  But what I know is that God doesn’t call us as His followers to lives of active prayer because He needs to know things that only we can tell Him.  No way.  God calls us to lives of active prayer because as we pray, God wants to tell us things that only He can tell us, about His plans, His purposes, His will, and His direction.

I love what Atlanta pastor-teacher Charles Stanley wrote about prayer in a devotional that one of you sent to me this past week … here’s part of what Stanley wrote …

“Nearly everyone reaches a moment, when the only thing they can think to do is pray.  Tragedy, uncertainty, unrest, fear, insecurity and trouble can bring the most self-assured individuals to their knees.

Right now Americans are nervous about the upcoming presidential election, shell-shocked from a number of deadly mass shootings, concerned about the jobs and real estate markets and the hurricane season that has just begun.  The days ahead are sure to be filled with many prayers for protection, prosperity, patience and peace.  Prayer is not a transfer of information, but rather an act of humility.”

God called Moses to pray as if it really mattered.  And gang, just because you and I can't figure out how our prayers mesh with God's pre-ordained plans, never means we should stop praying, or stop believing that prayer makes a difference.

And while this battle was going on down in the valley, Moses stood up on the hill with his shepherd’s staff in his hand … there’s that rod of God again … and Aaron, Moses’ brother, and another man named Hur, stayed up on the mountain with Moses.  And v. 11 tells us that as long as Moses held the rod of God up over his head, the Israelites kept winning the battle.  But when Moses’ arms grew tired (and really, whose arms wouldn’t?) and he lowered them, the Amalekites started winning the battle.

Gang, I see a picture here that’s going to continue developing and becoming clearer as we move into EXODUS 18 next Sunday.  Yes Moses was the servant God chose to lead His people out of Egypt and through the wilderness toward the Promised Land.  But Moses wasn't able to do it alone.  There were too many people, and too much work to be done for Moses to do this on his own.  Moses needed other people and leaders and friends and partners to support him in what God had called him to do.

As the lead pastor-teacher here at 2nd Street, I see myself in this story.  Six years ago God very intentionally and very specifically called me as one of His servants to lead the people who made up this flock back then, and who make up this flock now.  God has called me to lead, shepherd, teach, guard, ground, and guide the flock called 2nd Street out of our bondage to sin and into the unpredictable wilderness of the with-God life.  And let me tell you … that this job is too big for me to handle alone.

Knowing this reality, God called me to join others He’d already called to be here – and over the past six years God has sent others to join us, as paid AND as volunteer ministry leaders.  And gang, if we’re going to be successful in living out the Mission God has given us … to BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS CHRIST BY LOVING GOD, LOVING PEOPLE, AND SERVING OUR WORLD, I need other leaders who will support me, and who will support one another by lifting up our arms when we grow weary.

That is why God designed His church to be built and knit together with everyone using their gifts and living out their callings alongside one another.  Pastors, Ministry Support Staff, and Ministry volunteers can't do this alone, any more than Moses could.

God calls us to come alongside one another as counselors, with prayer support, and as encouragers, supporting one another’s arms, physically, spiritually, and metaphorically … but always with a strong sense of love, commitment, and hope, serving God and one another because of our deep, God-given desire to partner with God and one another in the living out and the spreading of the Redemptive Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the day recorded for us here in EXODUS 17, with the support of Aaron and Hur, Moses was able to do his part, and the Israelites were victorious.  And you and I can know this same kind of victory as we’re obedient, like Moses, as we rely on God, and as we give God all the credit, and like Aaron and Hur, as we come alongside one another in prayer and with the kind of support that is most needed.

EXODUS 17:14-16 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.”
15 And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, “The Lord Is My Banner”,
16 saying, “A hand upon the throne of the Lord!  The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

In FIRST SAMUEL 15:2-3, God spoke a prophecy Samuel spoke to Saul … that each generation would have to do war against the Amalekites until they were wiped out.  And here’s another parallel to the battle you and I have to go through with our flesh … that part of us on the inside that draws us toward sin instead of toward righteousness.  It won’t ever die until we die and are present with God in eternity with our glorified bodies.

But with Jesus’ help, and by standing in strength and in prayer with one another, you and I can die to self every day, we can crucify our flesh each day, we can experience victory over our flesh every day, and we can be equipped to live in the righteousness of God instead of remaining in bondage to sin.

When you and I don't obey the Lord completely, His perfect plans for our victory can really get messed up.  When God calls us to deny our flesh completely, to obey entirely, to pluck out a root of bitterness in its entirety, we’ve got to make sure that we don’t make the compromising choice to only obey partially.  Because over and over again in God’s Word and in our own lives, and in the lives of the people we know and love, we can attest to the reality that when we obey God part of the way, it distances us from God and from other godly people, and as we linger towards the back of the pack, our sin nature will continually try to pick us off, and often it will succeed.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here.

FAITH LESSON 3

Partial obedience is disobedience.

Even though Moses knew his prayers were important, and even though Moses knew that Aaron and Hur’s holding up of his hands was important, he wasn't foolish enough to think that HE WAS THE ONE WHO WON THE BATTLE THAT DAY.  And so the name of God revealed here to Moses, Joshua, Aaron and Hur, and eventually to the rest of the Nation of Israel and to all of us, the name of God they sacrificed to at the altar they built at the end of this battle was Jehovah-Nissi, which in Hebrew means “The Lord Is My Banner.”  

Before we leave Rephidim I want us to come to one last image, and one last truth, and invite it to become our strength and our encouragement today and in days to come.

In the middle of the Israelite’s battle against the Amalekites, whenever Joshua looked over his shoulder, back toward the hill, I have a feeling that his eyes were immediately locked onto three people … and the one in the middle was holding a wooden rod.  And gang, this brings to mind another Man on a hill, 2,000 years ago, flanked on either side by two others, his arms out-stretched, not holding a wooden rod, but nailed to the wooden beam of a Roman cross.

But His arms didn’t sag … and His soul didn’t sag … and His spirit didn’t sag.  In fact, our Savior, Jesus Christ, willingly hung on that cross for you and for me.  And as Jesus Christ suffered and then died, it was your name and my name that were in His mind and on His lips.  And He not only bled and died for you and for me, but then after three days in the grave, He rose again … and HEBREWS 7:25 and ROMANS 8:34 tell us that He lives in heaven now with the job of making intercession for you and for me – hearing our prayers and then passing them onto God the Father.

Oh, how you and I need Jesus Christ as our intercessor, as the One who holds up our arms when the weariness of our lives, of our sin, and of this sinful world, is just too much for us.  Because sometimes the “Aaron’s” in our lives get too busy to come alongside us right when we need them to.  And the “Hur’s” in our lives aren’t always available when we need them most.  But Jesus is never too busy.  Jesus is always there.  Jesus is the friend who, as it says in PROVERBS 18:24, always stays closer than a brother.  Here’s what HEBREWS 7:25 says …



HEBREWS 7:25 [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

25 This is why He [Jesus Christ] can completely save those who are approaching God through Him, because He always lives to speak with God for them. [emphasis added]

Jesus Christ lives to make intercession for me and for you.  Jesus Christ lives to pray for me and for you.  Amazing.  But again, “If that’s the case,” you might say, “then why should we pray at all?  Why not just let God do all the heavy lifting?”  Because, even though the victory is already won, there are still mop-up operations going on.  And if we want to be fruitful, successful, and blessed in the daily challenges of life … if we want to see our kids do well, and if we want to see our church blessed, and if we want to see our neighborhoods and our towns changed by the coming of God’s Kingdom … we have the sacred privilege of taking part through prayer.

“Seek Me,” Jesus calls out to us. “Talk to Me.  Call out to Me with your arms and your hands uplifted hands … and holding one another’s arms and hands up … and let Me hold up your hands as well – and let Me bring your prayers to My Father, and watch and see what I will do as you open the door and invite Me to work on your behalf.”  Blessed be the Word of the LORD.

NEXT SUNDAY GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH EXODUS 18.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING … AND INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN YOU AT 2ND STREET WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO ISN’T YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST.

MORNING DEVOTIONS AT THE 2ND STREET OFFICE WILL NOT TAKE PLACE THIS THURSDAY.  BUT THEY WILL BEGIN AGAIN AS REGULARLY SCHEDULED NEXT WEEK FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. TO READ THROUGH AND STUDY THE CHAPTERS IN OUR ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN FOR THAT DAY. 
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, it’s then that you’

ll 

start growing up in our with

-

God life in 

ways 

you

 

never thought possible.

 

 

And when you start serving with God and with other 

people in one

-

time events like the upcoming 

FEED THE NEED COMMUNITY FOOD 

DRIVE

, or

 

start serving in other ongoing ministries li

ke one of our 

SET UP

 

or 

TAKE 

TOWN TEAMS

, or in our 

Y

.

A

.

R

.

N

.

 

MINISTRY

, or

 

in our

 

LOVE INC

.,

 

KITCHEN 

CUPBOARD

 

or in on

e of the 80+ different 

places 

2nd Street people 

are serving in the 

church 

AND

 

out in the world, you’ll begin to ma

ture and change, and exper

ience the

 

with

-

God life God has always longed for you to experience.  

 

 

LISTEN TO ME

 

… 

When we add 

God, 

and serving, and 

God’s Word, 

and 

other people, 

and transparency, 

and co

nversation, and trust and hope to just coming here and sitting 

on our rear ends, 

we have

 

the 

components of living a 

life where God, 

and the 

truths

 

of 

the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ, and the power and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, begin 

taking root at the 

very 

center of who we are, at the 

very 

center how we think, at the 

very 

center of wha

t we say, at the 

very 

center of what we do, 

and 

at the 

very 

center 

of 

how 

we prioritize our 

thoughts, our words

, our time, our 

actions

, and our finances.

 

